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Phase I in Development of Newest County Park Underway; Features “Green” 

Technology, Added Greenspace 

ERIE COUNTY, NY— Today, Erie County Executive Mark C. Poloncarz was joined by 

Commissioner of the Department of Environment and Planning Maria Whyte, 

Commissioner of Parks and Recreation Troy Schinzel, New York State Assemblyman 

Sean Ryan, Erie County Legislator Lynn Marinelli, elected officials, members of the 

Niagara River Greenway Commission, and community members in a visit to Black Rock 

Canal park. 

 

“Today we are standing at the crossroads of the past and the future, with the future 

looking better than ever for Black Rock Canal Park. This long-neglected site, always seen 

as a ‘jewel in the rough’ by the committed residents who have driven this revitalization 

forward, is now poised to become a waterfront jewel of the County Parks system,” said 

Poloncarz. “Many thanks go to the Black Rock Canal Park Steering Committee, who 

never lost sight of their goal, and to the numerous other agencies who joined with them 

in their dream to create a beautiful, modern waterfront park for all residents to enjoy.” 

Black Rock Canal Park, formerly known as the Ontario Street Boat Launch and 

Cornelius Creek Park, was noted by the Black Rock Canal Park Steering Committee as 

an area needing improvements due to constant vandalism and an unsafe atmosphere 

after dark. The committee, a community group composed of concerned residents, 

worked closely with Erie County to raise funds needed to complete a feasibility study 

and master plan for the park improvements. The study and master plan were completed 



in 2010, and include a new look for the park with environmentally friendly, “green” 

features. 

“I am so excited for this project and want to credit not only County Executive Mark 

Poloncarz for making it a priority, but also the exceptional work of the Black Rock Canal 

Park Steering Committee,” said Maria Whyte, Commissioner of the Erie County 

Department of Environment and Planning. “These community volunteers looked 

past the blight to recognize this park’s potential and then began working tirelessly over 

the last several years to engage partners, raise money, and advocate for change. Because 

of their hard work and vision, this park will now be the most environmentally friendly 

park in the County’s system and a waterfront jewel.” 

“Dedicated volunteers, community support, assistance of elected officials and the 

cooperation of the                  Poloncarz administration have led us to this moment,” said 

Margaret Sczepaniec, Chair of the Black Rock Canal Park Steering 

Committee. “We look forward to continuing the great working relationships we have 

established as the Black Rock Canal park project progresses to the ultimate goal of 

completion.” 

“We are excited at the upcoming changes here at Black Rock Canal Park and want to 

thank the Steering Committee, as well as the Department of Environment and Planning 

and other partners in government, for all the hard work they’ve done on this,” said 

Troy Schinzel, Commissioner of the Erie County Department of Parks and 

Recreation. “This park will be a beautiful addition to the County system.” 

“Today is truly an exciting day for Black Rock residents and all of Buffalo,” said 

Assemblyman Sean Ryan. “After many years of waiting, the new Black Rock Canal 

Park is about to take shape. For far too long this area was neglected and underutilized, 

and now it will be transformed into an asset that the people of Buffalo can enjoy for 

decades to come. This project is the result of a community driven process, something to 

be very proud of. It is great to see that every level of government has stepped up to the 

plate to fund these renovations, and I would especially like to thank County Executive 

Poloncarz for making this park a priority.” 

Legislator Lynn Marinelli (D-Buffalo, Tonawanda) added, “This project is such 

a win for the community. Green space will be added to a developed, urban 

neighborhood. Dog walkers will be able to take their ‘best friends’ to a unique dog park, 

while bicyclists, kayakers and bird watchers enjoy the park as well. In addition to the 

community volunteers who dreamed of a new park and recreational area for the 

residents of Black Rock and Riverside, I want to thank Erie County Executive Mark 

Poloncarz for his strong commitment to this project, as well as our partners in state and 

local government.” 



Planned site features at Black Rock Canal Park include: 

 Roadway turnaround- turnaround area will be comprised of stone pavers, 

granite curbing, and contain a decorative compass rose within the turnaround 

center island. This turnaround will act as a transition point from the extended 

roadway to the Riverwalk trail and be a focal point for the park. A large amount of 

trees and other plantings will further enhance the turnaround. 

 New Green Space- Approximately 50% of the existing blacktop roadway will be 

replaced with a new lawn and landscaped area. This passive recreation area will be 

open to the public. 

 Dog park- the southern end of the park, on the other side of Cornelius Creek, will 

contain a fenced area for visitors to exercise their dogs. The new dog park will be 

split into two separate sections to allow large dog breeds access to a different area 

than their smaller counterparts. A decorative metal pavilion located in the parks 

center will provide a shaded sitting area. 

 K-9 Monument- placed outside of the new dog park will be a stone plaque 

dedicated to the past and current K-9 dogs that have served in the Erie County 

Sheriff’s Department and in general law enforcement. 

 Avian theme- The new bicycle/pedestrian path in the park will feature avian 

sculptures along its length as a tribute to the migratory birds that frequent the site. 

Planned “green” features at Black Rock Canal Park include: 

 Increased lawn areas- this allows for rainwater to be kept on site, reducing high 

water levels in nearby bodies of water. Increased lawn areas also reduce the 

amount of sediment and pollutants washing from the site. 

 Bioswales- increase the benefits of normal swales by reducing sediment and 

pollutant runoff. Bioswales will contain wet soil-tolerant plants, which will add 

plant diversity to the site. 

 Porous Pavement and Pavers- the proposed parking areas and turnaround 

will have porous surfaces to allow rainwater to be collected and treated on site. The 

porous features will significantly reduce typical sediment and pollutant runoff 

from the pavement area into nearby water bodies. 

 LED Light Fixtures- the existing sodium halide lights will be replaced with 100 

watt and 70 watt LED light fixtures, which will reduce energy consumption while 

providing a brighter and safer park environment for residents. 

 Decorative Stone Filter Strip- a narrow trench is proposed along the extended 

roadway that will contain decorative stone. The trench will collect stormwater 

runoff from the roadway and filter out sediment and pollutants before they are 

infiltrated into the ground. The filter strip will also help to reduce the amount of 

runoff into the nearby Niagara River. 

 Solar Compacting Trash Cans- three solar powered, self-compacting trash 

cans are proposed for the park. These cans will lessen required emptying by 



maintenance crews and create more dense trash, helping to reduce required 

landfill space. 

 Additional landscaping- significant landscaping will be added to the site in the 

form of lawn areas, trees, and shrubs. These will help to reduce the “heat island” 

effects from nearby pavement, and will also help to filter stormwater runoff. 

The initial phase of work at Black Rock Canal Park is expected to be approximately 75% 

complete by the end of 2012, with the remaining work completed by Memorial Day 

2013. Funding for the feasibility study, master plan, and this phase of construction 

amounts to approximately $1,000,000 and is being provided by the NYS Department of 

State – Environmental Protection Fund, NYS Department of Transportation, NYS Canal 

Corporation, Niagara River Greenway Commission, Erie County, and the City of Buffalo. 

 


